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DFWFM Conference Call Notes 
Date: February 12, 2013 

Central Office 
Bill Downes – Chief Forester 

 Nothing new to report on FY 2013 Budget.  Continuing Resolution goes through March 27.  

Sequester is still a possibility on March 1.  It would mean about a 5% across the board reduction for 

every line item in the BIA budget.   

 Received a question about Internal Control Reviews (A-123’s) – Timber sale prep and 

administration are scheduled to be reviewed this year.  It is unknown if Central Office will be 

making Regional Office site visits this year.  No new direction given this year.  Will send out self-

assessment questionnaires soon. 

 Mike Benedict, the new Branch Chief at BoFRP, is in place. 

 Voluntary Early Retirement Authority and Voluntary Separation Incentive Program – Was 

approved for the IT folks within Indian Affairs (a very small group getting buyout offers). The rest 

of the BIA and BIE are expected to be approved in the next couple weeks. 

 New Software is available through training – The Director of Trust Services wishes to start having 

each office create training videos.  One video suggestion offered is to create training on Forestry 

Performance Reporting. These videos will be hosted on the DOI site.  The videos should be short 

10-15 minutes.  

o Requests Regions to propose topics for other training videos so further training videos can 

be created. 

BOFRP 

Mike Benedict, Branch Chief 

 Came from Midwest region and was the FMIP forester for 10 years.   

 Can be reached at: 720.484.3206 

 Propose a Regional Forester’s Teleconference to get a pulse check on the Forest Program. 

 To help him get familiar on the situation, if you contact BoFRP, please CC Mike to let him know 

what’s taking place. 

Dave Wilson, Forester 

 In communication with Agencies and Tribes to conduct forest inventories  

 LANDFIRE & CFI Report – The form that authorizes the tribes to release GIS data is in 

draft form and will soon be complete. It is still in the solicitor’s office.  Used Fort Apache 

as a test source to submit data to the LANDFIRE folks.  It was a success and the protocol 

will be documented for future use.  

 2012 Staff Report was posted to SharePoint. 
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http://www.facebook.com/pages/BIA-Forestry-and-Wildland-Fire-Management/186942744684280?ref=tn_tnmn
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Chad Wallace, Detailed to the Office of Trust Services, Geospatial Support (OTSGS) 

 OTSGS administers the ELA (enterprise License Agreement) with ESRI. ESRI product list can 

be found on the OTSGS web site http://otsgs/Default.aspx 

 As part of the ELA, OTSGS runs a first-tier helpdesk for GIS/ESRI related issues 

 OTSGS also has an extended helpdesk  

 OTSGS offers training to the BIA and Tribes at no cost.  

 OTSGS and the Field Advisory Committee (FAC) are working together to update the Indian 

Lands dataset layer into a comprehensive dataset that the BIA will recognize. Long term project.  

 OTSGS and the FAC are testing AGOL (ArcGIS Online), it is only in a testing phase right now!!  

 The FAC acts as a liaison to the Central Office in regards to GIS/geospatial matters.  

 A letter will be sent to Regional users informing them as to who their FAC member is and that 

the FAC is their voice to Central Office. 

 Encourage everyone to check out the web site and what OTSGS offers, we also have a SharePoint 

site that is up and running, it is very new though. It is under Trust Services, Geospatial Support 

ITC 
Don Motanic  

 The IFMAT Team drafted the findings and recommendations and should be sent to the 

oversight committee Feb. 22 

 ITC’s next Board Meeting will be April 23-25 at the Santa Clara Pueblo 

Regions 
 NW will have a wildlife biologist flow to assist with ESA  

 NW Fire and Forestry Association and NIFC will be hosting a Trespass workshop April 27-31 in 

Portland.  Primary audience is tribal employees.  

NIFC 
Scott Bradshaw, Associate Director, Planning  

 Lyle Carlile is at an NWCG meeting this week 

 Bob Roberts is at Navajo Region conducting a Financial Review  

Gini Broyles, Admin Officer 

 Look for an email informing regions to make reservations for the Nat’l FMO meeting in the next 

day or two.  Central Office is working on getting the package/ Meeting approved.   

 Have until Feb. 21 to review the 2013 AD Pay Plan. It’s not for release yet, but if you have 

recommendation on how to improve the Plan, submit suggestions to Gini.  

 From 2012, BIA spent $30.7 Million on AD Payroll, which is about ¾ of the total expenditures. 

Robyn Broyles, Fire Comm/Ed Specialist 

 DFWFM Social Media Guidelines are in peer review.  The goal is to have Guidelines signed  by 

the Bureau Director by April.  

 NIFC External Affairs is creating short vidcasts to discuss issues we expect to see in the 

upcoming year.  Standard topics include what 2013 Fire/Fuels Outlook, National Themes, What 

not to say during wildland fires and how to speak towards shrinking budgets.  These will be 

posted on the PIO Bulletin Board at: http://www.nifc.gov/PIO_bb/whats_new.html  

http://otsgs/Default.aspx
http://www.nifc.gov/PIO_bb/whats_new.html
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Sam Scranton, Deputy Fuels Director 

 Had a very productive meeting in ABQ last week with the Fuels Specialists.    

Bil Grauel, Fire Ecologist 

 When wildfires run into fuels treatments, need to report the effectiveness of those treatments 

using the Fuels Treatment Effectiveness Monitoring System. The archive needs to date back to 

2003. If you have questions, please contact Bill at: 208.387.5234 

Craig Cook, Training Officer 

 Working with Deb Abeita to look at and update the Job Analysis portion of all multiple grade 

levels position descriptions.  This is a high priority as jobs can’t be re-flown until these factors 

and assessments are complete. 

 Currently halfway through second session of the Prescribe Fire Mentoring Class.  Funding for a 

third session does not look probable. 

 Mandatory Aviation Training is taking place in San Diego, Cal.   

Next Fire-only Conference Call: Feb. 26 

Send agenda items to Robert.Carlile@bia.gov  

23BNext DFWFM Conference Call Scheduled: March 12 

Send agenda items to Bill.Downes@bia.gov 

mailto:Robert.Carlile@bia.gov
file://iiaifcfs01/nifc_home/home/robyn.broyles/BIA_Programs/PAO/Fire_Forestry_Call_Notes/FY11/Fire%20Only/Bill.Downes@bia.gov

